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In this edition of Trash Talk!, we look forward to Earth Day in April and also talk about 
how to participate in local recycling programs.  

Inside this Teacher Guide, we have provided ideas to “reuse” the newsletter for daily 
instruction, journal writing prompts, and an extension activity.  

On the back page, we provide information about this issue’s activities so that you can 
incorporate Trash Talk! into your daily curriculum. We’ve noted how these activities 
correlate to California State Board of Education Content Standards for third through 
fifth grades. For your convenience, we have provided Teacher Keys below for the 
activities. 

As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions. We hope you are having a 
great school year!  

Teacher Keys for Trash Talk! Activities 
Fraction Action: 1. The students 

brought in 3 7/12 yards of fabric.        
2. 1/12 yard of fabric will be left over. 
3. No, 1/2 < 5/8  

Scrambled Science: Terms: resources, 
energy, manufacture, harvested, 
mining, power  —  1. resources;         
2. power; 3. mining; 4. harvested;       
5. manufacture; 6. energy 

Where in the World?: China 

Beginnings & Endings: Terms:  
dispose, responsible, incorrect,  
easier,  recycled — 1. recycled;          
2. responsible; 3. Dispose; 4. easier;      
5. incorrect 

Step by Step: 

Paper: 4, 1, 3, 5, 2 — A machine chops the old paper into small 
pieces and water is added to create pulp. The pulp is washed and 
cleaned and then turned into slush or slurry. The pulp is put on 
screens to filter out any large or unwanted pieces. Pulp is fed through 
large rollers to remove water and make the new paper smooth. 
Finished paper is wound into large rolls.  

Aluminum: 3, 5, 1, 4, 2 — Used aluminum is sorted and cleaned. 
The aluminum is melted down. Melted aluminum is formed into large 
blocks, called ingots. The aluminum ingots are rolled out into long, 
flexible sheets. The aluminum is shaped into new aluminum cans and 
products.  

Plastic: 5, 2, 1, 4, 3 — The plastic is shredded into small pieces, or 
flakes. The plastic flake is washed and cleaned. Shredded plastic is 
melted so that it can be reshaped. The melted plastic is made into 
pellets. The pellets are mixed with dyes and formed into new bottles 
and other products.   



Reuse Ideas 
Math  

# What is the common denominator of 5/8 and 7/12? 

# Solve these problems: 3/4 + 1/2 = ___   3/4 - 1/3 = ___  

# Write 3 7/12 in word form. 

# If 20 students each bring in 1/3 yard of fabric, how much fabric will the 
class have? 

# Write 803,825 in expanded form. 

# Round 803,825 to the thousands place. 

English/Language Arts 

# Based on your knowledge of “recycling,” what might the prefix “re” 
mean?  

# How does adding the suffix “ed” to the word “dispose” change its 
meaning?    

# Choose the adverb and use it in a sentence: 

  power   powerful   powered   powerfully    

# Write these words in ABC (alphabetical) order: 

  paper  plastic  pieces pulp pellets products   

# In “Beginnings & Endings,” find a word that starts with D and is a 
synonym of discard or throw away.        

Science 
# Select the term that doesn’t belong: 

  bauxite  iron ore   bamboo   coal     

# Would a magnet stick to a steel soup can or an aluminum beverage 
can?  

# List five sources of energy. 

# Complete this analogy: mined : minerals :: ______ : crops 

Social Studies 

# On the map in “Where in the World?” add a compass rose indicating 
the cardinal directions (north, south, east, and west). 

# Using only the first two clues in “Where in the World?” what other 
country would be a possible answer? 

# Label the Indian Ocean. 

# What continent is south of Japan (not pictured on the map)? 

Journal Writing 
Prompts 

By adding prefixes and 
suffixes to the word 

“cycle,” make as many 
new words as you can. 

# 

List new goods that 
recycled paper, 

aluminum, and plastic 
can become. What are 
some of the benefits of 
making new goods from 
recyclables instead of 

raw materials? 

# 

Create a story about a 
litter cleanup using 

these terms: Earth Day, 
candy wrapper, drink 

cup, trash bag, pick up, 
friend, playground, and 

littered. 

# 

Write a haiku about 
recycling. Be creative!  

 Extension Activity: Compass Confusion 
 
Make a copy of the master on the next page for each student or 
group of students.  

Answer key:  

1. NW 

2. E 

3. S 

4. NE 

5. SW 

6. N 

7. SE 

8. W 

NW 

SW SE 

NE 
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Compass Confusion 
Name: ____________________________________________ 

Directions: Mia and Alejandro need to get information about the Earth Day litter 
cleanup, picnic, and campfire to all of their friends who are camping in the nearby woods. 
However, their cell phones aren’t working this far from town, so they need to hike to 
each campsite. They have a problem though. Their compass is only marked with North. 
Fix the compass by filling in the remaining directions and then use it to guide Mia and 
Alejandro to each friend’s campsite.  

What direction do Mia and Alejandro 
need to go to reach each friend’s 

campsite?  

1. Xavier      

2. Carson      

3. Emma      

4. Kaylee      

5. Jakob      

6. Jada       

7. Gianna      

8. Miguel      

Mia & Alejandro’s 
campsite 

Xavier 

Jada 

Miguel 

Jakob 
Emma 

Kaylee 

Carson 

Gianna 



Skills and Standards 

Activity Subject Areas Skills Addressed 

Beginnings 
& Endings 

English/Language 
Arts  

Applying knowledge of word structure elements (prefixes and suffixes), 
known words, and word patterns; Using spelling patterns for adding 
affixes; Reading words in context using knowledge of roots and related 
prefixes and suffixes (morphology) to determine meaning 

Grade 3: RF.3.3a; RF.3.3b; L.3.4a; L.3.4b  
Grade 4: RF.4.3a; L.4.4a; L.4.4b;  
Grade 5: RF.5.3a; L.5.4a; L.5.4b  

Fraction 
Action 

Math Understanding, interpreting, and comparing fractions; Solving real-world 
problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions referring to the 
same whole number 

Grade 3: 3.NF.1; 3.NF.3d  
Grade 4: 4.NF.2; 4.NF.3a; 4.NF.3d  
Grade 5: 5.NF.1; 5.NF.2; 5.NF.3; 5.NF.4a  

Scrambled 
Science 

Science Developing solutions to reduce the impact of humans on the natural 
environment and the natural environment on humans; Exploring ways that 
communities protect Earth’s resources and the environment; Describing 
that energy and fuels are derived from natural resources and their uses 
affect the environment 

Grade 3: 3.LS2; 3.LS3-2  
Grade 4: 4.ESS3-1; 4.ESS3-2 (ESS3.A) 
Grade 5: 5.ESS3-1 (ESS3.C)  

Where in the 
World? 

Social Studies Using labels and symbols to locate and identify physical and political 
features on a map; Comparing relative locations on a map 

Grade 3: 3.1  
Grade 4: Spatial Thinking — Physical & Human Geography  
Grade 5: Spatial Thinking — Physical & Human Geography  

Step by Step Science Constructing explanations of how the designed world works which is 
consistent with available evidence; Communicating ideas clearly; 
Understanding manner in which resources are conserved and reused 

Grade 3: 3-5-ETS1-2 
Grade 4: 4.ESS3-2; 3-5-ETS1-2 
Grade 5: 5-ESS3-1 (ESS3.C); 3-5-ETS1-2 

 English/Language 
Arts 

Describing the relationship between steps in a process using textual clues 

Grade 3: RI.3.3; RI.3.8 
Grade 4: RI.4.3; RI.4.5  
Grade 5: RI.5.3 

Outside 
Pages Text 

English/Language 
Arts 

Reading and comprehending nonfiction, informational text; Applying 
context clues to determine meaning of unknown words; Determining 
meaning of content-specific words and phrases in nonfiction text 

Grade 3: RI.3.2; RI.3.4; RI.3.7; L.3.4; L.3.6  
Grade 4: RI.4.2; RI.4.4; RI.4.7; L.4.4; L.4.6  
Grade 5: RI.5.2; RI.5.4; L.5.4; L.5.6  


