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Say Goodbye to Recycling Contaminants
When we get used to something, we can forget the rules and regulations that helped it to succeed in the first place. While it’s great that 
recycling has been a part of Athens-Clarke County for so long, we need to make sure we are not contaminating our recycling drop-off 
sites in order to be successful recyclers.

Athens-Clarke County residents have benefitted from multiple recycling drop-off sites for nearly 20 years. While recycling has 
evolved to include more material with the expansion of markets and the conversion to single-stream recycling, the Recycling Division 
must receive only the correct recyclable items at the drop-off sites in order to continue the program. Our recycling drop-off sites 
are too-often contaminated with trash items, such as couches, chairs, mattresses, and more. When these items make their way to the 
recycling drop-off sites, they cost the Solid Waste Department time and money. 

Instead of taking these materials to the recycling sites, where they do not belong, bulky items can be collected by the Solid Waste 
Department and private haulers for an additional fee. You can also self-haul this material to the landfill. This material should NOT be 
taken to one of the recycling drop-off sites. If you are caught, you can be punished by law for illegal dumping. 

Unfortunately, if this issue persists, recycling drop-off sites will be closed due to expense. Please work with us to stop illegal 
dumping at the recycling drop-off sites. Not only can you inform us when you see illegal dumping, but you can also make sure to only 
bring items found on the “recyclable items” list and avoid these three, most common contaminants: food, film, and foam.
Food
Even a small amount of food can prohibit other materials from being recycled. Sauces and other liquid-food items can spill from their 
containers, damaging all paper products surrounding the containers. Food that finds its way to the ACC Recycling Facility also causes 
issues with the health of our site and employees, such as providing food for roaches, mice, and rats. 
Film
Film plastics, such as plastic bags and wraps, are recyclable, but only through drop-off programs at the CHaRM and local grocery and 
retail stores. This material is made to stretch and can damage equipment at the recycling facility. A plastic bag that takes pennies to 
produce can cost thousands of dollars in repairs to recycling equipment.
Foam
Expanded polystyrene (commonly known as Styrofoam) is recyclable, but only through drop-off programs at the CHaRM or Publix 
grocery stores. When received through the curbside or drop-off site program, Styrofoam breaks apart into tiny pellets. Pellets covering 
a load of baled cardboard can cause the load to be rejected and therefore unable to be recycled. 

Help kick the “f” words – food, film, and foam – out of the recycling stream and deliver only recyclables to our local recycling 
drop-off sites.

Create jobs …
(Continued from Page 1)

Welcome NEW Keep Athens-Clarke 
County Beautiful Board Members

And Thank You to Our Outgoing Members
KACCB began a new service term for its board on July 1, and we are pleased to 
welcome one new and one returning board member. KACCB is pleased to have these 
talented individuals onboard.

Heather Memory, Executive Assistant at Athens First Bank & Trust, joins us for 
her first term. She grew up in Athens and attended UGA. She feels very lucky to be 
an Athens native. Keeping her city beautiful is very important to her. 

(Continued on next page)
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Lorenza Rozier rejoins us after a term away from the board. He previously served two terms on the KACCB board and has 
served as board chair. He is a microbiologist for the USDA, and he and his partner are huge supporters of environmental protection 
and recycling. In his board application, he wrote, “I loved this group so much while I was involved before and am as equally in love 
with its progress and mission now. I hope to be a part of that again.”

With the happy news comes the sad. KACCB is bidding goodbye to five members this year. Greg Denzin moved to Washington 
State with his wife and new baby. Kay Parrish is leaving to teach in Egypt. Although she will stay in Athens, Joy Barrett will now 
be involved in fighting litter and spreading beauty as a private citizen. Lis Lohmueller will be relocating to New Hampshire to start 
graduate school, and her energy and organization skills will be much missed. Amanda Smith was our Caterpillar representative and 
has served as our treasurer; however, her new Oconee County address makes her ineligible to serve on our board. She has always 
advocated for KACCB at work, so we look forward to working with her as she keeps her office green!

Welcome …
(Continued from previous page)

Andre Lopez and Will Morris, students at St. 
Joseph Catholic School, pulled this metal chair 
from McNutt Creek.

Trash to Treasure Yard Sale Biggest Yet
If you happened to drive by the CHaRM on the weekend of May 20, you might have thought there was some sort of mass evacuation 
of downtown Athens. Starting at 3:30 p.m., cars backed up for a quarter mile in each direction while a couple hundred citizens waited 
inside the gate in a giant tent complex. One KACCB volunteer said it looked like a scene “right out of the Walking Dead!” This wasn’t 
a zombie apocalypse, though—it was Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful’s fourth annual Trash to Treasure event!

KACCB has been blown away by how popular this rummage sale has become. This year’s event broke all kinds of records! Over 
700 shoppers came to the event, helping KACCB raise thousands of dollars for environmental education and community beautification 
projects. Even more satisfying, several tons of items were diverted from the landfill. 

A large part of the credit for the sale’s success goes to the landfill staff, who looked out for treasures in incoming loads. They 
nabbed chairs, tables, housewares, and quirky knick-knacks that were then snapped up by shoppers at the sale. Junk South also kept a 
watchful eye out on their cleanout jobs, setting aside items for the sale. 

The one item that stood out above all others was a metal chair pulled from McNutt Creek by students Andre Lopez and Will 
Morris of St. Joseph Catholic School. These middle-school students have a 
“School Yard Litter Gitter Team” and found the item while cleaning up the 
creek that borders the school property. The chair was overlooked by others 
as not worth the effort, 
but these students pulled 
the chair from the sand 
and then refurbished it 
for the sale. The chair 
was purchased by a new 
teacher who had visited 
the sale for her classroom 
and loved the finished 
product and its story. 
The chair now lives in 
South Georgia as a space 
for curling up with a 
book instead of being 
an eyesore in our local 
waterways.

Incredible local 
support is what makes 
this fundraiser possible. 
We would like to thank 
the KACCB board 
of directors, ACC 
Landfill, the Solid Waste 
Department, Junk South, 
and all of the ACC 
residents who donated 
material and volunteered 
their time!

The refurbished chair, which has its own story to tell, 
found a new home in a Georgia classroom.
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2015-2016 Green Schools Announced
The Green School Committee recognized 17 local schools for their participation in the Athens-
Clarke County Government-sponsored Green School program. 

These schools all achieved Green School status for the 2015-2016 school year: Alps Road, 
Athens Christian, Athens Montessori, Barnett Shoals Road Elementary, Barrow Elementary, 
Burney-Harris-Lyons Middle, Chase Street Elementary, Clarke Middle, Cleveland Road 
Elementary, Fowler Drive Elementary, Gaines Elementary, Hilsman Middle, Lifespan Montessori, 
St. Joseph Catholic, Whit Davis Elementary, Whitehead Road Elementary, and W.R. Coile 
Middle. Each school received the ACC Green School driveway sign or renewal sticker and teacher 
certificates. 

The Green School program was created in 2004 to provide teachers and administrators at both 
public and private schools throughout the county with a consistent source of information about 
the supplemental educational services offered by ACC. The Green School program is supported 
by ACC Department volunteers from Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful, Planning, Public 
Utilities Water Conservation Office, Solid Waste Recycling Division, and Transportation & Public 
Works Stormwater Program. 

ACC staff members provide a monthly newsletter, classroom presentations, and free 
resources to help encourage educators to teach environmental responsibility among students. For a 
school to be recognized, a total of 25 activities must be documented within an academic year. 

Thank you and congratulations to these Green Schools!

Adopt-a-Highway Challenge
Every year, KACCB challenges Adopt-A-Highway groups to go above and beyond in the month of April with an 
extra road cleanup. We are happy to report that 31 groups came out this year! These groups picked up 164 bags 
of trash and 41 bags of recycling. This spring cleaning included 558 volunteers donating 69 hours of time to keep 
Athens-Clarke County beautiful! 

Thank you to all of the groups that participated in the AAH Challenge. To see the groups that participated, visit 
www.athensclarkecounty.com/3296/Great-American-Cleanup.
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CHaRMing 
Recap

Don’t know what to do with household waste? Don’t 
forget about the Center for Hard to Recycle Materials 
(CHaRM)! The CHaRM, located at 1005 College 
Avenue, is open Monday and Wednesday, from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Items Accepted

• Automotive fluids (except gasoline)
• Bags (grocery bags and other types of plastic 

film)
• Batteries (alkaline, rechargeable, lead)
• Bicycles
• Books (hardback)
• Cell phones
• Clothing (no leather)
• Electronics
• Fire extinguishers
• Fluorescent bulbs/tubes 
• Grease (used cooking grease/oil)
• Ink cartridges
• Paint
• Scrap metal (including propane tanks) 
• Sharps (in rigid plastic container)
• Shoes
• Shredded paper
• Styrofoam
• Teacher Reuse Store items
• Tires ($3/tire)

The CHaRM is a one-stop drop for items that 
can’t be recycled at the curb or at the Athens-Clarke 
County recycling drop-off sites because they are 
deemed “hard to recycle” due to their chemical 
composition, hazardous components, size, distance to 
end-market, etc. These materials are collected at the 
CHaRM for reuse, recycling, and/or proper disposal. 
Fees (subject to change)

• Five-gallon bucket (or equivalent) of mixed 
material that contains bulbs, batteries, paint: no 
charge. 

• Carload (of any kind) with mixed material that 
contains bulbs, batteries, paint, TVs, and moni-
tors: $5

• Truckload (of any kind) with mixed material that 
contains bulbs, batteries, paint, TVs, and moni-
tors: $10

• Truck and Trailer with mixed material that con-
tains bulbs, batteries, paint, TVs, and monitors: 
$20
Commercial customers must make an 

appointment with the Household Hazardous Waste 
Supervisor for delivery, and materials will be 
accepted on a fee basis. 

Contact the ACC Recycling Division at (706) 
613-3512 for details.

Beautiful Business 
of the Month

Congratulations to all of the Beautiful Business of the Month 
winners for the last quarter:
•	 April:	Raymond	James	Financial	and	Carson	Advisory
•	 May:	Cofer’s	Home	&	Garden	Showplace	(pictured)
•	 June:	Labyrinth	Studio	Art	Tattoo
The	Beautiful	Business	of	the	Month	program	

recognizes	businesses	that	improve	the	appearance	of	our	
community	through	their	landscaping	and	beautification	
efforts.	Each	month,	KACCB	accepts	nominations	for	
local	businesses	through	the	KACCB	website.	A	winner	is	
selected	from	the	nominees	by	the	Board	of	Directors	at	the	
monthly	board	meeting.	

To	nominate	a	Beautiful	Business,	visit:	
athensclarkecounty.com/1389/Beautiful-Business-of-the-
Month.

  

Thank you,
KACCB Supporters!

Donors ($10)
Ashley Gravlin • John Hennigan • Tim Hulsey

Student/Senior Members ($15)
Allison Johnson • Barbara Hieber

Mary Overton Beall • Paulette Anderson
Scott Provost • Suzanne Joyce

Individual Members ($25 to $30)
Calvin Williams • Cliff Propst • Jane Farrell

Kelli Hiett • Shirley

Family Member ($50) Ronnie Payne

Seed Sponsor ($250+) Junk South

www.athensclarkecounty.com/1389/Beautiful-Business-of-the-Month
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ACC Greenfest Winners
ACC Recycling Division Awards
“Oscar” for Best Supporting Role as an ACC Recycling Coordinator: Cora Wright
While serving for the Board of Elections for eight years, Cora has done an excellent job keeping staff 
informed on recycling news and updates. Cora’s good work ethic in her position at the BOE is carried over 
into her role of making sure we are doing all we can to recycle and extend the life of our local landfill. 

Industry Waste Reduction Award Win-
ner: Coca-Cola Refreshments 
Local operations for the Coca-Cola system have 
deep roots in their communities. Athens Coca-
Cola has been serving our community since 
1903. Reducing their carbon footprint and water 
neutrality are international and local initiatives to 
enhance economic development and strengthen 
customer relationships. 
Waste Reduction Award Winner: Michelle 
Watkins 
Michelle has been practicing waste reduction 
initiatives for roughly 25 years. Once Coca-
Cola Refreshments hired Michelle, their simple 
recycling program was taken to an extreme 
level. Michelle is the only person pressuring 100 

employees to recycle, and with her efforts there is nothing Coca-Cola 
doesn’t recycle now. They even have compost bins for food scraps. Michelle also volunteers with 
Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful and has hosted booths at the Green Life Expo. Thank you for 
your dedication, Michelle! 
School Waste Reduction Award:  
Cleveland Road Elementary
Cleveland Road Elementary has been an active recycler of paper, plastic, cans, batteries, and ink 
cartridges for 11 years. Focusing not only on recycling but also on reusing and buying recycled 
materials has been very important. The school also put a mandatory recycling program in place. 
Cleveland Road Elementary encourages their students to take personal interest and responsibility 
in bettering the community and ensureing the health and well-being of the planet for many years to 
come. Keep it up, Cleveland Road Elementary!

Kindergarten
How Does Your Garden Grow? Working Out in Mine (art) by 
Soleil Thompson, Chase Street Elementary
Making Beautiful Bodies, Making Beautiful Animals, Making 
Our World Beautiful (art) by Rose Pearson, Chase Street 
Elementary
The Nature Trackers (photography) by Carter Payne, Barrow 
Elementary
A Path for Trees (art) by Eunyul Kim, Barrow Elementary
Save the Trees/Get Active, Get Green (poem) by Asia Edwards, 
Barrow Elementary
First Grade
The Recycling Girl (art) by Loretta Martin-Nelms, St. Joseph 
Catholic School
Ocean Heroes (art) by Yehun Suh, Barrow Elementary
Playing with Butterflies (poem) by Merrin Huff, Whit Davis 
Elementary
Spring Joy (poem) by Savannah Rawls, Whit Davis Elementary

Second Grade
I Can Green (art) by Yejun Suh, Barrow Elementary 
Get Active (art) by Farrell Hyde, Chase Street Elemenary
Third Grade
Get Active Go Green (art) by Lily Hefner, Whit Davis 
Elementary
Karl’s Magical Montage (art) by Karl John Weinmeister, Barrow 
Elementary
The Boogie Garden (art) by Caroline Goldman, Barrow 
Elementary
Green (poem) by Rachel Wicker, St. Joseph Catholic School
I Wonder (poem) by Christopher Kulik, Whit Davis Elementary
Spring Begins (poem) by Kristen McCarthy, Whit Davis 
Elementary
Fourth Grade
Find Your Way to Get Green and Get Active (art) by Evin 
Carvell, Barrow Elementary

(Continued on next page)

Kids Art, Poetry, and Photography Contest Winners
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Mother Nature & Happiness (poem) by 
Alora Collazo, Whit Davis Elementary
Feature the Nature! (poem) by Yehyun 
Hong, Barrow Elementary
Fifth Grade
Go Green! (art) by Kaley Robins, 
Barrow Elementary
Step into Green (photography) by 
Natalie Soper, Barrow Elementary

Sixth Grade
Spring Green, Green Spring! (art) by 
Yerahm Hong, Clarke Middle School
Green Transportation (photography) by 
Natalie Schliekelman, Clarke Middle 
School
A Walk with a Purpose (photography) 
by Mackenzie Howell, Clarke Middle 
School
Look out for the Turtle (poem) by Julia 
Lane, Clarke Middle School

Grow Green (art) by Catie Kiefer, Clarke 
Middle School
Grow Green (art) by Anna Robinson, 
Barrow Elementary
Seventh Grade
Sunny Day (art) by Monaria J. 
Crawford, Hilsman Middle School
Waterfall (art) by Anna DeMarco, Clarke 
Middle School
Eighth Grade
Life Is a Prize (poem) by Crystal Fox, 
Burney-Harris-Lyons Middle School

Mark Your Calendars for 
Rivers Alive 2016
This statewide annual Community Waterway Cleanup event will be held on 
Saturday, September 24 starting at 9 a.m. at Dudley Park. Join hundreds of 
volunteers to pick up litter and debris from the Oconee River and its tributaries in 
Athens-Clarke County. After the kickoff at Dudley Park, volunteers will spread 
out to various sites around the community. Afterwards, volunteers will gather for 
a celebratory lunch.

Greenfest Winners …
(Continued from previous page)

Super Shredder Saturday
Mark your calendar for the fall paper shredding event on Saturday, September 3, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The event will take place in the front parking lot of the Georgia Square Mall. Residents and businesses 
can drop off confidential papers for FREE shredding and recycling. There is a limit two file boxes of 
paper per vehicle. Additional boxes can be shredded for $5 per box, payable in cash. For more information, 
visit athensclarkecounty.com/events or call 706-613-3512. 

Remember, do NOT put shredded paper into your curbside cart. The shredded paper sticks to other 
materials and blows around, making a mess. You can drop off pre-shredded documents for recycling year-
round at the ACC Recycling Facility, 699 Hancock Industrial Way, or at the ACC Human Resources Office, 
located at Satula Avenue and Boulevard. Both locations have a large dumpster labeled for shredded paper 
only. Shredded paper should be in a clear plastic bag or a box.
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The Teacher Reuse Store (TRS) will be open in its new location, 1005 College Avenue, on Saturday, August 6, from 9 a.m. to noon. 
This site is also home to the Center for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM). The TRS is also open during CHaRM hours for 

more frequent shopping: Monday and Wednesday, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday, from 8 a.m. to noon. The same 
rules apply during all open hours.

The TRS provides a variety of items to local educators for FREE! These items have been donated by local 
businesses and industries instead of being landfilled. Items include binders, file folders, paper, art supplies, file 
cabinets, chairs, bookcases, and much more. 

This store is open to any teacher in Athens-Clarke, Madison, Oconee, and Oglethorpe counties. Public and 
private school teachers and homeschoolers are welcome. All teachers must provide official documentation to verify 

teaching status, such as a school district photo ID, a letter on school letterhead signed by the principal, or a letter of 
intent to homeschool. Only teachers will be admitted into the store; no helpers, please. NO CHILDREN OF ANY AGE ARE 

ALLOWED IN THE STORE! 
Contact the ACC Recycling Division for additional information at 706-613-3512 or visit us at athensclarkecounty.com/recycling. 

Carpooling is strongly encouraged.

Back to School Shopping at the Teacher Reuse Store

www.athensclarkecounty.com/recycling
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$5 adult / $3 child

All proceeds benefit Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful

Little Kings Shuffle Club
223 W. Hancock Street 

Downtown Athens

Family Dance Party 
     Little Kings Shuffle Club

5pm to 9pm

Saturday, August 27, 5-9pm

              with

       DJ Les Litter
           and sidekick 
   A. Little Les Litter

*Groovy raffle packages 
*Buck’s Litter Hotline photobooth

Buck*Local dance performances

*Face painting

purchase tickets at door

*King of Pops for sale

DINNER AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE 

*Treehouse Kid & Craft project

KACCB awards grants to area schools
The Keep Athens-Clarke County Beautiful Board is proud to announce 
that it awarded six more grants to area schools for Green School 
projects, bringing the total to nine $200 grants. These grants can be used 
to fund classroom projects in any area of environmental education.

The final grants for the 2015-16 school year went to:
• The CCSD Office of Early Learning to help fund materials for their 

Nature Explorers Club sessions for Pre-K and Head Start students. 
• H.B. Stroud Elementary to fund the construction and planting of a 

new pollinator garden to beautify the school and help second grad-
ers learn about life cycles.

• The Athens Montessori Vikings class (pictured) to expand their gar-
den area and include an herb garden, a pollinator garden, and veg-
etable plots. 

• Gaines Elementary School for more seating areas in the school’s 
outdoor classrooms to help students more effectively learn about 
beautification and environmental stewardship. 

• Whitehead Road Elementary English to Speakers of Other Lan-
guages classes to fill and plant raised beds at their new school. 
Students will build vocabulary and academic language proficiency 
through gardening activities.

ATHENS-CLARKE COUNTY

VULTURE

FESTIVAL

Save the Date for 
the Third Annual 
Vulture Festival
Celebrate Vulture Culture at the third annual local 
celebration of International Vulture Awareness Day on 
Saturday, October 22, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the ACC 
Landfill Outdoor Classroom, 5700 Lexington Road in 
Winterville. 

Join the ACC Solid Waste Department 
Recycling Division, Bear Hollow 
Wildlife Trail, and the Oconee 
Rivers Audubon Society as we 
celebrate Nature’s Cleanup 
Crew—the Vulture! Vultures are 
vital to healthy ecosystems and 
face a range of threats in many 
areas. There will be fun, educational 
activities, a vulture 
ambassador, food, a 
scavenger hunt, a bird 
walk, and much more!
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Funded by Athens-Clarke County  
Waste Minimization Fee

Copyright© 2016
The Athens-Clarke County Solid Waste 

Department and Eco Partners, Inc.  
All rights reserved.

If you print this publication, please recycle 
after you read it!

(706) 613-3512 
www.athensclarkecounty.com/recycling

(706) 613-3501  
www.keepathensbeautiful.org

Congratulations to Cecile Riker on her new position as Stormwater Education 
Specialist! Cecile served as the KACCB intern for four years during her time 
at UGA for undergraduate and graduate school. The Stormwater Education 
Specialist frequently collaborates with KACCB as we work to keep litter out of 
our waterways. Stormwater is a great partner in Rivers Alive, the MLK Day of 
Service, Green Schools, organizing volunteer stream cleanups, and our cigarette 
litter initiatives. Cecile will also be joining our board as the designee for 
Transportation & Public Works.

In Cecile’s now vacant position, we are pleased to welcome Allison Johnson 
to our office. She is a third-year undergraduate entomology major at UGA and 
her passion is to educate the public about sustainability through service-learning 
outreach events. She coordinates the UGA Insect Zoo and student field trips at 
the State Botanical Garden of Georgia. KACCB integrates her love for outreach 
and environmental consciousness. Allison has already been involved in our 
programs through her volunteer service at the MLK Day of Service and on 
projects with the UGA Service Ambassadors.

Goodbye, Cecile. Hello, Allison.

During the past school year, KACCB:
• Supported Litter Gitter teams from 12 schools with over 500 students who participated in cleaning up their schoolyards and 

neighborhoods. Teams collected 63 bags of trash and 12 bags of recycling. 
• Provided tool loans and volunteer recruitment for 21 school workdays. 
• Supported six schools that participated as vol-

unteers and/or sites for Christmas tree recycling 
events. 

• Donated 63 trees, 1,800 plants, and 1,000 seed 
packs to 24 public and private schools. 

• Provided Green School grants to nine schools for 
a total of $1,800. 

• Partnered to provide a Monarchs Across Georgia 
Workshop for teachers (pictured). 

• Provided programming at 12 school-wide events 
and presented five classroom lessons on litter and 
nine on planting.

• The KACCB School Garden Network was recog-
nized by the Georgia Chapter of the U.S. Green 
Building Council for its work supporting school 
gardens and its participation in the 2015 Green 
Apple Day of Service.

www.athensclarkecounty.com/recycling
http://www.keepathensbeautiful.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/AthensRecycles1
https://twitter.com/AthensRecycles
https://www.pinterest.com/athensrecycles/reuse-reuse-reuse/
https://www.facebook.com/Athens-Clarke-County-Recycling-Division-373315642215/?ref=br_tf
http://www.athensclarkecounty.com/list.aspx?ListID=420

